Outstanding by Boehm, Larry
BRIAN MITCHELL 
likes the challenges and 
rewards of making 
microbiOlogy clear to 
students. From Rockford, 111. , 
the 31 -year-old Mitchell 
was a biOlogy Instructor 
at Southeast Missouri 
State University 
for five years. 
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Graduate-student involvement in the educa tion 
of undergraduates has been an academic tradition 
since medieval t imes. Mizzou 's 800 teaching 
assistants lead discussion groups, grade tests and 
papers, monitor exams, conduct laboratories and 
actually teach classes. TAs are ca refully chosen, 
well-qualified and usually highly respec ted by 
their students. 0 Dr. Winifred Horn er, who 
coordinates the Student Founda t ion 's good-
teaching essay contes t, reports that about 20 per-
cent of the entries are about TAs. Last spri ng 75 
TAs were honored by recei ving Ou tstanding T A 
Awards from Chancellor Barbara Uehling. 0 On 
these pages are 10 award win ners who sti ll are 
working with undergraduates . Look at their cre-
dentials and feel good about teaching assistants 
at Mizzou. 
DIANA VELA. 
27, born In the United St ates but raised In 
MeXiCO, brings the culture and experience of 
a native speaker to her SpaniSh 2, 103 and 106 students. 
She also uses Intensive language 
training teaChing methods 
to make regular classes more active. 
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BELINDA MCCUllY 
supervises a Child Study Clinic practlcum. It helps 
view children with special needs In a different light. 
Her students look at the clients ' strengthS. 
The 3D-year-old former first grade teacher 
from MOberly, MO., gets positive reinforcement by 
seeing Improvement In children that is a 
result of a recommendation of the practlcum. 
~23 
TERRY ENGLE. 
30. believes good solid 
Instruction Is essential to 
the growth and prosperity 
of accounting. 
A certlfled public accountant 
since 1973, the chicagoan 
has co-authorled a CPA review 
problems manual and taught 
review courses to 
practicing accountants. 
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RANDY HOLMES. 
25, of lee'S summit, Mo., was studying music 
and teaching math. Watching other TAs 
work on prOblems was so exciting, Holmes couldn't 
resist changing to math and putting music on a back 
burner. By giving specific math examples 
first and then generalizing, Holmes believes It's 
easier for his students to learn. 
KAREN PULLEN, 
37, Of Sanford, Fla .. 
doesn't trust people who say 
they enjoy teaching. To her It's hard work, but 
a necessary and worthwhile thing to do. 
Pullen Is also a research assIstant evaluatIng 
maintenance policies for 
the Air Forces F100 engines. 
RENITA RICHMOND'S 
Human Development lab gets 
students to weIgh what they 
have learned In lecture 
and apply It to their lives. 
The 27-year-old St. Loulsan 
IS writing a manual 
for the lab to give TAs 
more time for student 
Interaction. 
~25 
